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CNN and the Schiavo Case
In 2005, all eyes were on the fate of Terry Schiavo. She had been in a car accident and was in a vegetative state in a hospital. 
There was great controversy between Terry’s husband, who wanted to remove the feeding tube, and her parents, who wanted the 
tube to remain. The case went to court and the Florida state court decided that the tube could be removed. 

A poll of Democrats, Republicans and Independents was held and CNN reported the information gathered by using a graph 
similar to the one below. The question was whether they agreed with the court’s decision to remove the feeding tube. Sixty-two 
percent of Democrats agreed compared to 54 percent of Republicans and 54 percent of Independents.

What do you think of this graph? Because of the title of this page, you probably figured out that the graph is misleading. Why is 
this so? Using the space below, make a graph that shows the data more accurately.

Don’t forget to label 
the axes and to 
include a title.

Information from http://mediamatters.org/items/200503220005

Percent Who Agreed With Court
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More Misleading Graphs
Graph #1

Number Missed by Four Students

What’s wrong with Graph #1?
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Graph #2 
Each picture represents 50 people’s preferences.
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What’s wrong with Graph #2?


